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PREFACE

We proudly present a Journal of English Language and Education (JELE) Vol.2 No.2,
which is envisioned to represent the growing needs of linguistics, literature, and education in
English. This journal is written by practitioners and researchers to share their knowledge and
solution in the area, to identify new issues and to shape future directions for research.

This journal comprises seven articles dealing with linguistics, literature and English
education. They are categorized into pragmatic analysis, English literature, technology
development in teaching, and techniques as well as approaches that lead to English teaching
development.

This journal would not have been possible without the great support of the Editorial
Board members; hence, we would like to express our sincere thanks to all of them. We also
would like to thank to all writers who have contributed to this journal content. It is our hope
that this fine collection of articles will be a valuable resource for English language and

education readers and will stimulate further research into the area.

Yogyakarta, December 2016

Editor
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Abstract

In running daily activities, people will always meet and interact with other people, and language is a
medium that is used by humans to interact with each other. In a conversation or discussion, everyone should pay
attention to the four maxims in order that there are no errors in communication. However, it is not uncommon
that the four rules above are breached by the speakers. This is called non-observance of the maxims, and one of
a non-observance of the maxims that often occurs in is flouting maxim. The aims of this paper are to describe
types of maxims that are flouted by Sherlock Holmes and dr. Watson as well as to describe how the maxims are
flouted in Sherlock TV series season 1. This research used qualitative descriptive method. The researcher
classifies the utterances to know what kind of maxim which are flouted, categorizes those into the category
based on the Grice’s theory of Cooperative Principle, namely: maxim of quantity, quality, relation and manner.
The research procedure begin by searching the script in the internet, matching the utterances in the script and in
film and sorting the utterances between Sherlock Holmes and dr. Watson as well observing every word or
sentence which are flouted by the main characters. The findings find that all kinds of maxims are flouted by
Sherlock and dr. Watson. The result of analysis shows that the maxim flouted when the speakers say something
irrelevant; something roguishness or lied to hide the truth in the form of rhetorical question; the information
becomes more or too informative than what is required; and something obscurity of expression, ambiguity, or
unnecessary prolixity.

Keyword: flouting maxim, grice’s theory, sherlock tv series, qualitative research.

INTRODUCTION

Language is divided into two, namely
spoken and written. Spoken language is more
basic and more natural than written language
as it is more spontaneous in use and more
widespread. One of the forms of spoken
language is conversation. There have to be
speakers and listeners involved in a
conversation and generally, they are
cooperating each other in order to make their
conversation succeed (Yule, 1996).

To make conversation succeed we must
understand the language. Language as a means
of communication, has a very important role in
human daily life. In running daily activities,

people will always meet and interact with

other people, and language is a medium that is
used by humans to interact with each other. In
normal communication, speaker and hearer
will always try to convey speech effectively
and efficiently. Everybody needs to
communicate to others by using language to
express their ideas, thoughts, feelings, and
knowledge. A good communication is needed
for everyone in interaction with others in order
the communication run well and effectively
because it can avoid misunderstanding and
misinterpret between the speaker and the
hearer (Tarigan, 1984).

Avoiding the misunderstanding and
misinterpreting in communication, the most

salient part of human communication is
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epitomized in a  conversation. The
conversation itself, as a reciprocal act, retains
specific rules and regulations. For the most
part, it incorporates topic nomination, turn-
taking, negotiation of meaning, etc. (Markee &
Kasper, 2004 in Khosravizadeh and
Sadehvandi, 2011). However, to convey the
meaning  through  the  medium  of
communication, speaker should follow certain
strategies or what the language philosopher
Grice (1975) has termed as cooperative
principle. The principle consists of four
maxims: quality, quantity, relation, and
manner, which represent how people are
anticipated to perform in a conversation, in
general. In other words, the cooperative
principle imposes certain restrictions on
participants to adjust their speech in
correspondence with the maxims.

The maxims can be flout, it takes place
when individuals deliberately cease to apply
the maxims to persuade their listeners to infer
the hidden meaning behind the utterances; that
is, the speakers employ implicature (Levinson,
1983 in Khosravizadeh and Sadehvandi,
2011). In the case of flouting of cooperative
maxims, the speaker desires the greatest
understanding in his/her recipient because it is
expected that the speaker is able to uncover
the hidden meaning behind the utterances.
People may flout the maxim of quality so as to
deliver implicitly a sarcastic tone in what they
state.

In an interaction, breach of maxims are

often inevitable. These flouting could have

been done by the speaker or hearer
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intentionally or unintentionally. Flouting of
the Grice’s cooperation principle occur if one
of the speakers did not provide actual
information, or in other words not to be
working properly. Flouting of the Grice’s
cooperation principle consists of flouting of
the maxim of quality, flouting of the maxim of
quantity, flouting of the maxim of relation, and
flouting of the maxims of manner.

In a conversation or discussion,
everyone should pay attention to the fourth
maxim in order that there is no error in
communication. However, it is uncommon that
the four rules above are breached by the
speakers. This is called non-observance of the
maxims, and one of a non-observance of the
maxims that often occurs is flouting maxim.
Flouting is one of maxim offense that is very
common and has several categories. Flouting
happens where the speaker blatantly failed to
deliver something to the speaker. Usually the
violations that occurred was intentional by the
speaker. The speaker just want the listener to
look for other meanings of the words, which
flouted the maxim (Adinda, 2012). Flouting
maxim often happens in everyday life as a
simple example:

A: Is there another pint of milk?
B: I’'m going to the supermarket in five
minutes.

In a conversation between A and B
above, BB did not answer the relevant
questions of A. This is an example of the
flouting maxim of relation, with which a

person does not provide relevant answers to
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the questioner. The conversations as the above
example happens in our daily life.

Film is a medium of mass
communication or the communication through
the mass media. In addition to electronic
media and print media such as television,
radio, internet, newspapers, magazines, and so
on, film also serves as a mean to convey
message to the public. Film can be described
as the transformation of people’s lives,
because the film is a portrait of a society in
which the film was made. As the mass media,
the film is effective in providing information
and undertake the representation of reality to a
mass audience because it is audio-visual.

The film represents the daily life
because of the inspiration of the film comes
from events in human life. Similarly Sherlock
Holmes movie is an adaptation of the book of
the Scottish author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
who created the profession of the world's first
consulting detective. A detective who is
known genius and logic as well as master of
disguise, a great observer and expert deductive
inference, which means to draw general
conclusions from small things. According to
Doyle, the character was inspired by the Dr.
Joseph Bell, professor of medicine in college
(Prabawa, 2012).

Sherlock TV series (Kemala, 2014) is a
British crime drama television series and a
contemporary adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes detective stories.
The first season was broadcasted in 2010. The
first season has three episodes, namely; The

first episode, “Study in Pink”, depicts the
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introduction of Holmes to Watson, and they
entering a flat share at Baker Street in London,
and then their investigation into a series of
deaths, initially believed to be suicides; “The
Blind Banker”, depicts Holmes being hired by
an old university acquaintance to investigate a
mysterious break-in at a bank in the City; and
lastly “The Great Game”, introduces the
character of archenemy, James Moriarty, to
the series, who sets Holmes deadlines to solve
a series of apparently unrelated cases.

In Sherlock TV series, there are several
flouting maxim, for example from Sherlock
TV series Study in Pink script taken from
DeVere, A. (2012):

BART’S LAB. Sherlock is standing at
the far end of the lab using a pipette to squeeze
a few drops of liquid onto a Petri dish. Mike
knocks on the door and brings Dr. Watson in
with him. Sherlock glances across at them
briefly before looking at his work again. Dr.
Watson limps into the room, looking around at
all the equipment.

DR. WATSON : How did you know

about Afghanistan?

(Sherlock ignores the question,

wraps his scarf around his neck,

then picks up his mobile and

checks it.)
SHERLOCK : Got my eye on a nice
little place in central London. Together
we ought to be able to afford it.

(He walks towards Dr. Watson.)

SHERLOCK : We’ll meet
there tomorrow evening; seven

o’clock. Sorry — gotta dash. I

112



Journal of English Language and Education
Vol 2. No. 2, June 2016

think I left my riding crop in the
mortuary.

(Putting his phone into the inside
pocket of his coat, he walks past
Dr. Watson and heads for the
door.)

The example from Sherlock TV series
the first episode, entitled “A Study in Pink”,
above shows that Sherlock did the flouting of
relation maxim. Sherlock ignored dr. Watson’s
questions and said something that is irrelevant
to dr. Watson’s question. Therefore, the
researchers found it necessary to examine the
flouting maxim in Sherlock TV series.

Theoretically, the researcher feels that
still need to examine the Grice’s maxim theory
in order to corroborate the theory.
Methodologically, based on previous studies
that discuss cooperative principles Grice’s
theory, many of them observe hedging,
violating and so on. Thus in this study,
researcher examined flouting maxim based on
cooperative principles of Grice’s theory.
Empirically, the previous study, some context
is a humor and romantic movie. Intended for
this study using different context from the
previous context that is crime drama television
series. The aim of this paper is to examine
how the maxims are flouted in Sherlock TV
series season 1 because flouting maxim in
crime drama never been studied before.

Based on the description above, the
writer is interested to conduct an analysis of
floating maxim, which exists in the “Sherlock

TV series season 17, under the title of
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“Flouting maxim by Sherlock Holmes and dr.
Watson in Sherlock TV series season 1”.
METHOD

This research uses pragmatic analysis to
describe how the maxims are flouted by the
main characters on Sherlock TV series season
1. The researcher collected the data from the
Sherlock TV series’ and helped with the script
from the series, which was taken from
http://arianedevere.livejournal.com/. The data
were all the utterances by the main characters
of Sherlock TV series season 1, namely
Sherlock Holmes and dr. Watson.

This  research  uses  qualitative
methodology in analyzing the data. In
qualitative studies, the human investigator is
the primary instrument for gathering and
analyzing the data. In qualitative research,
which became the research instrument or tool
is the researcher itself therefore the researchers
must be validated. Validation of the
researchers, include; understanding of
qualitative research methods, mastery of
knowledge to the field are researched,
researcher’s readiness to enter the research
object both academic and logic (Sugiono,
2011). The researcher observes the utterances
produced by the main characters in Sherlock
TV series season 1 to get the real and
representative data from the original sources
or primary data. Then, the researcher watch
and look for some utterances which flouted the
maxims that are related to the problems of the
research.

According to Arikunto (2006) method

of documentation is searching for data,
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presentations, meeting minutes, agendas and
so on. This method is used to collect data to
investigate the documents that already exist
and a place to prepare a number of data and
information. The script as a data was upload,
therefore the documents already exist.

This study is a qualitative form of a
description of the aspects of linguistics as a
whistleblower culture. Researchers make
interpretation of the data has been collected to
describe floating maxim that happens. The
researcher use descriptive techniques to
analyze the collected data. The researcher
classifies the utterances to know what kind of
maxim are flouted, categorizes those into the
category based on the Grice’s theory of
Cooperative Principle, namely: maxim of
quantity, quality, relation and manner, gives
the explanation or description and discussion
the findings that related to the objectives of the
research and the last makes general conclusion
from research finding about flouting maxims.

The researcher searched for the script in
the internet, watched the series for several
times to match the utterances in the script and
in film and sorted the utterances between
Sherlock Holmes and dr. Watson as well
observed every word or sentence which are
flouted by the main characters The data in this
research is collected by numbering the scene,
numbering the utterances, and also noting the
time of dialogues. Then, the data taken from
two main characters; Sherlock Holmes and dr.

Watson are put on the analysis.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

ISSN : 2541-6421

Sherlock TV series season 1 has three
episode namely: Study in Pink, The Blind
Banker and The Great Game. In episode 1
entitle Study in Pink, researcher found eleven
data that are flout by Sherlock and dr. Watson.
In episode 2 entitle The Blind Banker,
researcher found fourteen data that are flout by
Sherlock and dr. Watson. In episode 3 entitle
The Great Game, researcher found twelve data
that are flout by Sherlock and dr. Watson.
After collecting the data, the researcher found
thirty seven data which contain flouting
maxim in overall Sherlock TV series season 1.

After obtaining the data, I need to
discuss the findings in order to clarify the
answers of research questions. Based on the
second problem, “How are the maxims flouted
by the main characters on Sherlock TV series
season 1, I find that the maxims flout when
they are delivering and maintaining their
opinions, such as by producing the utterance in
the form of rhetorical strategies.

Flouting maxim of quality happens in
episode 2 and episode 3 and doesn’t happen in
episode 1. In The Blind Banker, researcher
found two data namely: datum 1 and datum 2
and in The Great Game, researcher found three
data namely: datum 3, datum 4, and datum 5.
The total is five data included into the type of
flouting maxim of quality. The maxim of
quality is not to say what you believe to be
false” is also flouted when the speaker
produces the utterance in the form of rhetorical
question. In this case, the speaker signifies that
it is not a sincere question. It means that the

speaker asks a question without any intention
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of obtaining an answer and it tends to break a
sincere condition on question, namely that the
speaker wants the hearer to provide him with
the indicate information. For example,
Sherlock said “Why shouldn’t 1?” It shows
that Sherlock hide something and give a
question as a response to dr. Watson’s
question. This utterance is a flouting maxim of
quality.

Flouting maxim of quantity happens in
all of episode in Sherlock TV series season 1.
In Study in Pink, researcher found only datum
6. In The Blind Banker, researcher found two
data namely: datum 7 and datum 8 and in The
Great Game, researcher found two data
namely: datum 9 and datum 10. The total is
five data included into the type of flouting
maxim of quantity. The maxim of quantity is
flouted when the speaker produces the
utterance in the form of overstatement. In this
case, the speaker uses exaggerated statement
or utterances to convey his opinion which is
too strong and appear worse than he really is.
Therefore, the information becomes more or
too informative than what is required. For
example, dr. Watson said “Lukis’ diary. He
was here too. He wrote down the address.” It
shows that dr. Watson give information too
much than needed. This utterance is a flouting
maxim of quantity.

Flouting maxim of quantity happens in
all of episodes in Sherlock TV series season 1.
In Study in Pink, researcher found four data
namely: datum 11, datum 14, datum 15 and
datum 16. In The Blind Banker, researcher
found three data namely: datum 12, datum 17
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and datum 18. In The Great Game, researcher
found four data namely: datum 13, datum 19,
datum 20 and datum 21. The total is eleven
data included into the type of flouting maxim
of manner. The flouting maxim of manner is
using complicated constructions when simple
ones will do. The maxim of manner is also
flouted when the speaker produces the
utterance in the form of obscurity of
expression, ambiguity, or  unnecessary
prolixity. For example, Sherlock said “Don’t
wanna use mine. Always a chance that the
number will be recognized. It’s on the
website.” In this case, Sherlock signifies that it
is too much information. It means that
Sherlock responding a question with many
information that is not necessary to be said.
This utterance is flouting maxim of manner.
Flouting maxim of quantity happens in
all of episode in Sherlock TV series season 1.
In Study in Pink, researcher found six data
namely: datum 23, datum 24, datum 25, datum
26, datum 27, and datum 28. In The Blind
Banker, researcher found seven data namely:
datum 29, datum 30, datum 31, datum 22,
datum 32, datum 33 and datum 34. In The
Great Game, researcher found three data
namely: datum 35, datum 36, and datum 37.
The total is sixteen data included into the type
of flouting maxim of relation. The maxim of
relation is relevant. As a Grice writes that
flouting maxim is for the fact that subjects of
conversations are legitimately changed, and so
on. In this case, the speaker responding
question with irrelevant answer For example,

Sherlock said “Well, this one was quite
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simple, actually, and like I said, the bomber
repeated himself. That was a mistake.” In this
case, Sherlock said irrelevant answer to dr.
Watson. It means that the speaker has no any
intention to answer the question correctly. This
utterance is a flouting maxim of relation.
CONCLUSION

Based on the research problems in the
first chapter and the chapter four findings and
discussion, the following conclusion can be
described. Dealing with the first question
about the kinds of flouting maxims in Sherlock
TV series season 1, the analysis finds that all
kinds of maxims are flouted by Sherlock and
dr. Watson. Flouting maxims of relation was
found much more than others flouting maxim
in the Sherlock TV series season 1. In this
case, the speakers in the movie flouted maxim
of relation by saying something irrelevant with
the question.

Then, flouting maxims of quality was
found in the Sherlock TV series season 1 when
the speakers say something to hide the truth
fact. Moreover, flouting maxims of quantity
was also found in the movie because the
speaker made their contribution less
informative than required. The last, maxim of
manner was found in the Sherlock TV series
season 1 when the speaker said something
ambiguity and obscurity. Dealing with the
second question that is about how are the
maxims flouted by the Sherlock Holmes and
dr. Watson on Sherlock TV series season 1,
the result of analysis shows that the maxim
flouted when the speakers said something

irrelevant, said something roguishness or lied
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to hide the truth, said something too
informative and said something obscurity and
ambiguity.

In this research, the researcher analyzed
flouting maxims in Sherlock TV series season
1. Researcher found that all kinds of maxims
were flouted. But, this study analyzed
utterances which are constructed in crime
drama television series. After conducting this
study, the researcher suggests the next
researcher to do a research about flouting
maxim which is done in the other genre of
series of movie. The second suggestion for
future researcher to consider the violation
maxim, infringing and opting out to be
observed besides flouting maxim.

A recommendation for English
teachers especially in teaching junior high
level and senior high level is to provide more
practical activities and to involve them directly
in the use of the foreign language to interact
socially. In this case, the communicative
language learning means learning to use the
language to interact in a real situation.
Teaching a foreign language that gives the
opportunity as much as possible to be trained
in social interaction on teaching language will
better achieve the objectives in accordance
with the nature of the language as a
communication tool.

Language teaching should be more
emphasis on language skills. This is evident
from the simple experience in daily life, for
example, by analyzing the structure of the
language of a movie, novel or a song lyric.

This experience to motivate student who is
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learning a foreign language especially English.
Then, one film or series that can make a
referral for learning English is Sherlock TV
series season 1 that I was analyzed in this
research. Flouting maxim also can be a
material for teaching students.
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